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Spratt Secures $250,000 for Industrial Park

WASHINGTON — U.S. Rep. John Spratt (D-SC) announced today that he has
obtained $250,000 in federal funds for a proposed new industrial park southeast
of Camden. The money, included in a spending bill expected to pass the House
next week, would help pay for extending water and sewer to the area.

The proposed park would occupy a 210-acre site at the 101 Interchange on
Interstate 20, recently purchased by the county and Black River Electric
Cooperative. The first phase of the project would extend water and sewer to the
site at a cost of about $3.25 million.

“Local leaders presented this idea to us months ago, and the park struck me as a
great location on 1-20, ripe for development,” said Spratt. “This should mean jobs
for people in Kershaw, Lee, and Sumter Counties.”

The project is part of a four-phase, $21 million plan to extend water and sewer to
several sites in the county. The county, city, and several utilities are
spearheading the initiative, including Black River Electric Cooperative, Fairfield
Electric Cooperative, Progress Energy, and SCANA.

“These federal funds won’t come close to completing this project, but they will
help get it started,” said Spratt. “And | hope this down payment will leverage a lot
more local and state investment.”

Spratt said the spending bill that includes the funds, the Omnibus Appropriations
Act, is expected to pass the House on Monday. The bill will then move to the
Senate, where passage may be delayed until mid-January. “Until the omnibus
bill has passed, and the President has signed it, provisions of this kind are still in
play,” said Spratt. “But Senator Hollings has been a great help in the Senate,
and with his help, we are optimistic that it will pass.”
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