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Spratt Criticizes WTO Report on Steel Tariffs

WASHINGTON — U.S. Rep. John Spratt (D-SC) today sharply criticized
yesterday’s World Trade Organization (WTO) ruling that the Section 201 tariffs
imposed by the Bush Administration on imported steel are a violation of global
trade rules.

President Bush imposed steel tariffs on March 20, 2002 to limit the impact of
steel imports on the domestic steel industry. His action followed a finding by the
International Trade Commission that foreign countries had been “dumping” their
excess steel production in the U.S. market at prices below the cost of production.
The European Union, Japan, and Canada objected to the tariffs and filed
complaints with the WTO. The preliminary report will not be made public for
another month, allowing the countries involved to file comments.

“I am urging the President to appeal this decision. The domestic steel industry
has been seriously injured by ‘dumped’ imports. The relief granted by the tariffs
is allowing the industry to adjust and restructure,” Spratt said.

“I am concerned with the WTO'’s pattern of disregard for U.S. trade laws,” Spratt
continued. “In fairly rapid succession, the WTO has ruled against the Foreign
Sales Corporation tax provisions, the Byrd Amendment, and now the Section 201
steel tariffs.

“This Administration must redouble its defense of our trade laws before the WTO.
| did not vote for establishment of the WTO,” said Spratt, “and this action bears
out my concerns.”
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