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Three Pee Dee School Districts Win $1.8 Million
In Federal Grantsfor Model L earning Programs

WASHINGTON — U.S. Rep. John Spratt (D-SC) today announced $1.8 million in
major federal grantsfor three Pee Dee school districts. The grants, from a new Department
of Education program, will enable the Florence District 1, Darlington County, and L atta
District 3 school districtsto establish model after-school learning centersin their
communities.

“These grants come from a new program called “21% Century Community Learning
Centers,” said Spratt. “Secretary Riley initiated the program, and | have worked the Budget
Committee hard to get it funded. This year, we were able to get $450 million for the program, and
| am delighted to see school districtsin the Pee Dee win some of that money in what was a stiff
competition, including more than 2,000 applications.”

Spratt said the school districts will receive the following estimated amounts in first-year
funding: Florence 1, $508,471; Darlington County, $384,053; and Latta 3, $915,513.

Spratt said the idea behind the new program is to make broader use of school facilities as
learning centers for the entire community. “The core idea,” said Spratt, “is to use the public
schools for more than just eight hours a day and nine months a year, and to serve more than just
those between ages 5 and 18.”

To win agrant, each school must provide at least four of the following services: adult
literacy classes; children’s day care; summer and weekend classes; expanded library hours;
telecommunications and technology education for individuals of al ages; parenting classes,
employment counseling, job training, and placement; and services for students who left school
before receiving a high school diploma

Florence's program will serve 500 middle school students and county residents;
Darlington’s program will serve some 225 seventh-grade students and 300 more county residents,
and Latta' s program will serve some 500 students in grades 6-8 and 1500 more county residents
during the summer and on weekends.
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The programs will stress the involvement of parentsin their children’s education, and
resource teams from several agencies will provide counseling, health care, and socia services. The
programs will also offer extended library hours and micro-courses for academic enrichment.

Spratt commended the school districts for taking the initiative in going for the grants and
for putting together winning applications. “These are highly competitive grants,” said Spratt. “In
announcing the results of this round, the Department of Education made it clear that the
competition was intense and only the *highest quality’ applications were approved. The fact that
school districts in the Pee Dee received three of only four grants announced in the whole state
says alot for Superintendents Joseph Nelson in Florence, Rainey Knight in Darlington, and John
Kirby in Latta. 1 am confident they will make good use of these grants, and help prove the value
of thisgood idea.”

In addition to the three Pee Dee districts, Colleton County School District received a
$760,520 grant under the 21% Century Community Learning Center program in this round of
funding.
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