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THE RESULTS AREIN . ..

Thank you to the thousands of you who

Citizens of the Thirteenth District Make Their Budget Priorities Known

took the time to fill out my 2003 Budget
Poll. | appreciate your letting me know
what you think our top budget priorities
ought to be and what we should do to
address the growing budget deficit.

Your responses made it clear that an
overwhelming number of you believe
providing a prescription drug benefit
and strengthening Medicare should be
our number one priority. A large major-
ity also believe top priority should be
given to increasing funding for our
schools, protecting our environment,

Number of votes

What should our budget priorities be?

Increase
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Budget categories

and shoring up Social Security.

On what to do about our large budget

deficit, most of you supported stopping
the President’s huge tax cuts from
going into effect. An almost equal
number believed we ought to cut
spending. Among the list of programs
you evaluated, the largest number of
you believed we ought to cut defense
spending, followed by foreign aid, and
farm subsidies.

Please see the graphs to the right for a
tally of responses from our community.
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What should be done about the
Federal Budget deficit?
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[ Stop tax cuts
B Cut spending
[] Extend tax cuts
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B Raise taxes
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Stark Legislation Provides a Real Medicare
Prescription Drug Benefit

The battle to define a prescription
drug benefit is in full swing. In
June, I introduced the Medicare
Rx Drug Benefit and Discount Act
which provides Medicare benefi-
ciaries with the drug benefit se-
niors told us they need. Under
my bill, a benefi-

defined premium. Instead, it
turns over the operation of a
Medicare drug benefit to the pri-
vate sector. It lets private plans
decide what benefits they’ll cover
and what they’ll charge seniors.
In addition, it leaves seniors with

that drugs will be available at
their local pharmacy.

What will happen on a Medicare
prescription drug benefit this
year remains to be seen. There
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I hear continuously
from senior citizens

prices on prescrip-
tion drugs by requiring the Sec-
retary of HHS to negotiate dis-
counted drug prices for Medicare
beneficiaries. Very importantly,
our bill protects and improves the
Medicare program as we know it.

The Medicare prescription drug
bill introduced by House Repub-
licans differs greatly. It has no
standard benefit package and no

a gaping hole in coverage. Un-
der the Republican plan, seniors
will be 100% liable for the cost of
medications above $2,000 a year
until they’ve bought $4,900 worth
of drugs. The Republican bill sim-
ply fails to guarantee drug cov-
erage. It doesn't guarantee se-
niors access to the drugs their
doctors prescribe. It won't ensure

in our community
that a Medicare prescription drug
benefit is their most pressing con-
cern. Congress has passed nu-
merous tax bills in the past
months that squander trillions of
dollars on the richest few. We
need to defeat those initiatives
and redirect federal spending to
providing a real drug benefit to
all of America’s seniors. I'll keep
working to achieve that goal.
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Stark Calls on Attorney General

to Protect Civil Liberties

Protecting our nation from terror-
ists is a top priority, but we must
do it without sacrificing our civil
liberties. The Bush Administra-
tion has ignored this important
principle and given Federal law
enforcement agencies broad, new
powers to pursue individuals
"suspected” of posing a terrorist
threat.

On May 30, Attorney General
John Ashcroft lifted a nearly 30-
year old ban on domestic spying.
The ban was put in place in the
1970s to stop the FBI from abus-
ing their law enforcement pow-
ers by engaging in illegal spying
on civil rights leaders like Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr.

With the ban on spying lifted, FBI
field agents have been given un-
precedented authority to freely
engage in surveillance activities
wherever they choose. In fact,
agents can treat anyone as a sus-
pect without obtaining evidence
of criminal intent or wrongdoing.
This is fundamentally at odds
with the very nature of our
criminal justice system, which is
based on the principle that you

are innocent until proven guilty.

The FBI is now permitted to se-
cretly eavesdrop on public gath-
erings such as church meetings
and political rallies. They canin-
tercept e-mail traffic, tap into
Internet chat-rooms, and stake
out libraries to monitor the con-
tent of what Americans read or
write to each other.

The broad latitude provided un-
der these new FBI guidelines is a
blatant violation of each
American’s right to privacy. Ihave
joined with several of my col-
leagues in asking Attorney General
Ashcroft to rescind these rules.

It is outrageous that at this time
in our history we should be
forced to argue that American
citizens have a right to live free
of unwarranted government in-
trusion into their lives. Our de-
mocracy is grounded in the idea
that our government is account-
able to the Constitution and can-
not deny the rights inherent to all
our citizens. I will continue to
fight to see that these principles
are practiced.

Benji Endorses Pete's Humane Voting
Record

Rep. Stark
meets with a
representa-
tive of the
American
Humane
Association
and canine
movie-star,
Benji. The

American Humane Association advocates for

an end to child and animal abuse. Both visited Rep.
Stark in his Washington office to present him with their
Ultimate Humane Legislator award for his efforts in
Congress to protect the lives of children and animals.

from my mailbox

Dear Pete,

The President must rescind

his executive order allowing

the use of military tribunals.
Luis, Fremont

Dear Luis,

I agree and will support efforts
to overturn this policy.

Dear Pete,

Please cosponsor the
Medicaid Safety Net
Hospital Preservation Act. It
will help hospitals ensure
that everyone has access to
hospital care when they
need it.

Dana, Oakland

Dear Dana,

I am a cosponsor of this impor-
tant bill.

Dear Pete,

Thank you for your vote in
favor of the Sanchez Amend-
ment to the DOD Authoriza-
tion bill to protect the repro-
ductive rights of women in
the military.

Robert, Fremont

Dear Robert,

You're welcome! 1 take pride in
voting for legislation protecting
women’s right to choose.

Dear Pete,

I think it is necessary that we
arm our pilots in the cockpit.
Mildred, San Leandro

Dear Mildred,

Sorry, but we disagree. Pilots
are trained to fly, not shoot!




Stark Working to Protect Our Environment

In Congress, I have been working
hard to protect our health and safety
and honor our environmental legacy
by preserving California’s natural
treasures.

In June, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) announced its
intention to roll back important
clean air rules that require polluting
industries to reduce toxic emissions.
The Administration wants to discon-
tinue EPA’s long-standing practice of
requiring aging power plants to up-
grade their antipollution measures
when they increase their output of
emissions.

Despite studies that show these sen-
sible clean air standards have dras-
tically improved air quality nation-
wide, the Administration has suc-
cumbed to pressure by the multi-bil-
lion dollar energy industry, which
argues that these responsible envi-
ronmental measures are too costly.

I vehemently oppose the
Administration’s decision. Clean air
should be a national priority, not a
bargaining chip in the debate over
energy. Keeping these standards in

place is essential to the health and
safety of our families.

I am also working to convince the
President to reconsider his recent de-
cision to allow oil drilling off
California’s coastline. On May 29,
President Bush agreed to pay oil
companies $235 million to abandon
drilling leases off the Florida coast
and in the Everglades. However, the
President did not extend these same
protections to California.

I joined many of my colleagues in
signing an urgent letter to the Presi-
dent asking that he treat California
equally and end further oil develop-
ment off our coast just as he did for
Florida. I'm continuing my fight to
see to it that we put an end to drill-
ing off California’s coast.

I am also working hard to foster the
survival of wetlands, fisheries and
waterfowl populations in the San
Francisco Bay Estuary. I am cospon-
soring legislation with other repre-
sentatives from the Bay Area to au-
thorize $50 million for the San Fran-
cisco Bay Estuary Ecosystem Resto-
ration Project. The goal of the project

is to restore hundreds of acres of
devastated wetlands and creeks by
2020.

This legislation provides a needed
boost to vital reclamation efforts cur-
rently being undertaken by the
Army Corps of Engineers. It will also
empower local communities to ac-
tively engage in this important stew-
ardship and help preserve the Bay
for future generations.
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