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JOBS AND GROWTH: A REALITY CHECK

Since January 2001, the President
and the majority party in Con-
gress have aggressively pursued
a massive tax-cutting agenda for
the wealthiest Americans.
They’ve tried to claim these tax
cuts are needed to stimulate jobs
and economic growth. But, the
facts defy such claims. Despite
tax cut after tax cut, the nation’s
joblessness and economic growth
have remained the worst since
the Great Depression. There is no
disputing the facts. It is time to
change course and invest in real
economic stimulus that helps
working families.

The Worst Joblessness Since
the Great Depression...

In the past two years, three ma-
jor tax cuts have been enacted
that, without artificial sunsets
and including interest costs, will
total $4.3 trillion by 2013. Yet,
since these tax cuts were enacted,
the unemployment rate has risen
to over 6% as 2.5 million jobs
have been lost.

This Administration is the first
since President Hoover to see a
decline in private sector jobs (see
chart). Unemployed Americans
can’t go back to work if jobs are
disappearing. So much for tax
cuts for the wealthy creating jobs!

The Worst Economic
Growth Since the Great

Depression...

The nation’s economic growth
rate has remained sluggish at
1.6%—the worst rate of growth

since the Depression. Real busi-
ness investment has dropped
more than 10% since the Presi-
dent took office. Meanwhile, con-
sumer confidence has taken a
nosedive, falling more than 30%
since January. You can’t
jumpstart the economy without
significant business investment

means that over the next several
years, more and more of your tax
dollars will go to paying down
the interest for tax cuts that went
to someone else.

Meanwhile, long-term debt slows
economic growth and forces in-
terest rates to rise. So in addition

Administration Economic Record:

Private Sector Jobs

Only Administration in 70 Years with Decline in

Change in Private Nonfarm Employment
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, US Department of Labor

and cconsumer spending. So
much for tax cuts for the wealthy
spurring growth!

....As Deficits Hit Record
Levels.

The current federal budget defi-
cit is now $455 billion and rising.
While the wealthiest families get
a big tax cut today, middle-to
low-income families will pay for
it tomorrow. By 2008, the inter-
est alone on our nation’s accumu-
lated debt for the average family
of four will be $6,612. That

to paying more taxes for less,
you’ll also pay more to finance
your home, pay for college and
afford other major expenses.

The Administration’s economic
plan hasn’t worked. As the rank-
ing Democrat on the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee, I'm working to
change the focus in Washington
away from tax cuts for the wealthy
and toward investing in efforts to
rebuild our economy by improv-
ing education, expanding access to
health care and protecting jobs at
home.
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KEY
VOTES

Below are some of the key votes
that Congress has taken this
summer. I've selected these
votes based on inquiries re-
ceived about these issues from
East Bay residents.

VETERANS - HR
2861,Veterans Affairs
Appropriations bill. The bill
cut $1.8 billion from veteran’s
health care. Passed 316-109.
Stark voted NO.

AFFORDABLE DRUG

PRICES - HR 2427, the

Pharmaceutical Market
Access Act. The bill allows for
reimportation of FDA-approved
prescription medications from
Canada and Europe where they
are sold at more affordable
prices. Passed 243-186. Stark
voted YES.

HEAD START - HR 2210,
n the Republican Head Start
Reauthorization bill. This
bill would jeopardize the Federal
Head Start program. Passed
217-216. Stark voted NO.
n considered free trade
agreements with Chile
(HR 2738) and Singapore (HR
2739). These agreements
neglected to include labor pro-
tections, would drive US jobs
overseas, and were bad tem-
plates for upcoming trade agree-
ments. Chile passed 270-156.
Singapore passed 272-155.
Stark voted NO on both.
n POPULATION FUND —
The House considered an
amendment to the State Depart-
ment Authorization bill (HR
1950) that allows the President
to deny U.S. funding for the
United Nations Population Fund.
UNFPA is the single largest
global source of funding for
maternal health and family
planning programs around the

world. The amendment passed
216-211. Stark voted NO.

TRADE - The House

UNITED NATION’S

Washington High School
Student Serves As
Congressional Page

This summer I was hon-
ored to welcome Ryan
Arthur of Fremont to Wash-
ington, DC to serve as a
Congressional Page.

Congressional Pages are
high school juniors in high
academic standing who are
nominated by their Mem-
ber of Congress. Pages are
assigned to the House or
Senate where they help
staff prepare for legislative
proceedings and deliver
correspondence.

Pete Stark takes Ryan Arthur
of Fremont to the Capitol

to begin his service as a
Congressional Page.

My office was chosen to
sponsor a Page for the
month of June. Ryan was
selected from 25 local stu-
dents who applied to be nominated from the 13 District. He
then went through a nationwide competitive application pro-
cess and was selected to participate in this honorable program.

As aPage, Ryan’s goal was to augment what he has learned in
school about government by observing firsthand how Congress
operates. I am pleased that this experience has encouraged
him to continue his interest in public service as a way to serve
others.

Stark Outraged at Failure to
Extend Child Tax Credit to

1.75 Million Children
in California

President Bush and the Republicans in Congress are claiming
credit for increasing the child tax credit from $600 to $1,000.
They are neglecting to mention their refusal to allow this $400
per child increase to go to lower income families who need
financial help the most..

The tax bill signed into law by the President earlier this year
does not allow working poor families with incomes between
$10,500-$26,000 to claim the increased tax credit. Yet families
with income above that level and on up to $110,000 qualify for
the full credit increase.

The Republicans’ failure to recognize the struggles of low-in-
come families leaves 6.5 million working families with 12 mil-
lion children ineligible for the increased child tax credit. In
California alone, it affects 880,000 families with 1.75 million
children.




Stark To Introduce Legislation Repealing
Patriot Act Provisions

Since Congress hastily passed the
USA Patriot Act weeks after Sep-
tember 11th, the Administration
has used the law to override ba-
sic civil liberties. The legislation
was rushed through Congress too
hastily for most to assess its dan-
gers. I strongly opposed it.

The FBI is exercising authority
under the law to conduct surveil-
lance of libraries, religious ser-
vices, political rallies, Internet
chat rooms, and other activities
Americans have a guaranteed
right to engage in without unwar-
ranted government intrusion.
This is a near return of the activi-
ties sanctioned under J. Edgar
Hoover’s COINTELPRO pro-
gram.

The Patriot Act has the power not
only to strip basic rights, but also
perpetuate a culture of suspicion.
It is an outrage that foreign sur-
veillance powers are being used
against US citizens, that Arab and
Muslim Americans are being
singled out, and that legal resi-
dents are being illegally detained
without due process of the law.
These government actions, and
the labeling of US citizens as “en-
emy combatants” without just
cause, is eerily reminiscent of the
tragic Japanese-American intern-
ment during World War II.

It is time the Administration’s ef-
forts to limit fundamental free-
doms and divide Americans be-
tween “us” and “them” were put
to a stop. That is why I am co-
authoring legislation, the “Ben-
jamin Franklin True Patriot Act”,
that will repeal all provisions of
the Patriot Act that violate civil
liberties and the

rights of immigrants.

This sweeping repeal
would strip provi-
sions of the law al-

tion requiring the Justice Depart-
ment to report to Congress on the
activities it is undertaking under
Patriot Act.

I will work to repeal the Patriot
Act and pledge to strongly op-
pose any further attacks on our

It is time the

: Administration’s
lowing unlawful sur- _
veillance, sneak and efforts to undermine
peek searches, secret

fundamental

phone and wire-tap-
ping and the detain-
ment of immigrants
and legal residents
without due process
of the law. The legis-
lation is based on the
fundamental prin-
ciple articulated by
Benjamin Franklin
that “Those who would give up
essential liberty, to purchase a
little safety, deserve neither lib-
erty or safety.”

This legislation builds on other
efforts I have been working for,
including successfully blocking
funding in a House bill for the
Justice Department’s monitoring
of attorney-client conversations.
I am also cosponsoring legisla-

freedoms and divide
Americans between
“us” and “them”
were put to a stop.

civil liberties. We must restore the
rights the framers of our Consti-
tution had in mind. As a model
for democracy to many countries,
the United States must set an ex-
ample for upholding the tenets of
fairness, freedom and openness

upon which our country was
founded.

Child Tax Credit, continued.

They are neglecting
to mention their
refusal to allow

this $400 per child
increase to go to

lower income families

who need financial
help the most..

This doesn’t have to be the case. The U.S. Senate overwhelm-
ingly passed a bill on June 5, 2003 , to make lower income fami-
lies eligible for the increased child tax credit. House Demo-
crats have brought forth a dozen motions to force the House to
consider the Senate bill. The President has even spoken in sup-
port of doing so. But, House Leaders refuse to act.

The first of the rebate checks for the child tax credit were mailed
on July 25, 2003. None of the neediest families will receive a
check unless House Leaders will allow consideration of this
bipartisan, widely-backed legislation to fix the existing inequity.

I'll keep working with Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi and oth-
ers in the House to urge the Majority party to right this wrong.
It simply makes no sense to exclude our lowest income fami-

lies from this benefit.
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Stark Stands Up for National Parks, Wllderness

and Open Space

Like most Californians, I care
deeply about the future of our
environment. Preserving our na-
tional parks, wilderness areas
and open space is a priority. But,
the President and majority party
in Congress are seeking to over-
turn rules that ensure responsible
stewardship of our public lands.

This summer, I opposed a House-
passed version of a bill appropri-
ating funds to the Interior Depart-
ment for the coming year. In ad-
dition to a score of damaging pro-
visions, this legislation short-
changes our national parks. It
provides inadequate funding to
deal with a growing maintenance
backlog of rundown facilities,
campgrounds, and trails.

The House-passed bill also fails
to protect 58 million acres of
America’s wilderness by under-
mining the so-called Roadless
Rule that prohibits harmful de-
velopment on pristine lands. As

passed, the bill incorporates an
Administration-backed provision
to allow certain states to override
this important protection and
could lead to the logging of two
of America’s last great stretches
of wilderness—Alaska’s Tongass
and Chugach forests.

On a more positive note, I sup-
ported a successful amendment
stripping provisions from the bill
allowing local and state authori-
ties to claim rights of way for
building roads through national
parks and other sensitive areas
protected by federal law.

In Congress, I am working to up-
hold the environmental legacy
we share and have a responsibil-
ity to protect for future genera-
tions. Fortunately, this harmful
interior appropriations bill isn’t
law yet. The Senate has yet to
pass their own version of the leg-
islation. Then, differences will
have to be worked out between
the two bills. I'll keep working
with like-minded colleagues and
environmental advocates to im-
prove the final version of this bill
so that our environmental trea-
sures are protected—not further
threatened.

(

UNION CITY

9:00-10:00 a.m.
Ruggieri Senior Center
33397 Alvarado Niles Rd.

.

PETE'S TOWN MEETINGS
Saturday, September 13, 2003

HAYWARD

10:30-11:30 a.m.
City Council Chambers
777 B Street

Let me hear your views.

Doors open 10 minutes before meetings start.

\

ALAMEDA

Noon - 1:00 pm

City Council Chambers
2263 Santa Clara Ave.

Congressman Pete Stark

39300 Civic Center Dr., #220
Fremont, CA 94538

How to reach PETE STARK
WASHINGTON OFFICE
(202) 225-5065
DISTRICT OFFICE

Internet mail address:

Web address:

South of Union City (510) 494-1388
North of Hayward (510) 247-1388

petemaildirect@stark.house.gov

http://www.house.gov/stark/
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