@Congress of the United States
MWashington, BC 20515

August 1, 2006

The Honorable Condoleezza Rice
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Secretary Rice,

We write to urge you to express your strong support for the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR) Office in Colombia and the full renewal of its
existing mandate. We believe the UNHCHR Office in Bogotd, Colombia plays a highly
credible and invaluable role in the promotion of human rights in the country.

The UNHCHR has had a field office in Colombia since 1996. The Office’s mandate,
which has been renewed several times, allows it to offer advice and technical support to
Colombian government bodies with human rights responsibilities, to monitor the country’s
human rights situation, and to issue publicly available reports and recommendations. The latter,
in particular, have provided invaluable objective evaluations of the key human rights challenges
confronting Colombia. The Office has also served as a critical independent observer of
compliance with international law by all parties to Colombia’s conflict.

This mandate is to expire in a few months, and we believe it is critical that the UNHCHR
Colombia Office existing mandate be fully renewed. The UNHCHR Office in Bogot4 has
consistently set a high standard for human rights monitoring and reporting. It is essential that its
confidential advice, knowledge of international human rights and humanitarian law, and
internationally-respected public reports and recommendations continue.

We urge you to express strongly and clearly to the Colombian government the State
Department’s full support for the renewal of the existing mandate of the U.N. High
Commissioner for Human Rights Office in Colombia.

h Sincerely,
mes P. McGovern Jim Leach

Tom Lantos Frank Wolf
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cc: Thomas Shannon, Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs

William Wood, U.S. Ambassador to Colombia

Kofi Annan, Secretary General, the United Nations

Louise Arbour, High Commissioner for Human Rights, United Nations
Francisco Santos, Vice President of Colombia




