PBouge of Wepregentatives
WWhashington, DL 20515

December 1, 2006

The Honorable Michael O. Leavitt
Secretary of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20201-0004

Dear Secretary Leavitt:

The recent announcement of Dr. Eric Keroack, as the new deputy assistant
secretary for population affairs for the Department of Heath and Human Services raises
serious concerns about the Federal government’s commitment to family planning. We
believe the appointment of Dr. Keroack is a horrendous mistake for the safety of
women’s health in the United States. Family planning, specifically, the use of
contraceptives is a proven success for limiting unintended pregnancy and stopping the
spread of disease.

The appointment of such an outspoken critic of contraception whose opinions are
out of step with the goals of the Title X program sends a negative message to the people
this agency is responsible for helping. The official stated goal of the program is to
“provide access to contraceptive supplies and information to all who want and need them
with priority given to low-income persons. A broad range of effective and acceptable
family planning methods and related preventive health services are available on a
voluntary and confidential basis.” The federal government must live up to this mission
statement and not backirack from the important health services it should be providing
and, not denying, to those who need them most.

If our goal is to reduce the number of unintended pregnancies in our country, this
appointment will be a major set back to that fight. Title X services assist low-income
individuals in avoiding approximately one million unintended pregnancies each year.
Family planning through Title X is a proven method of limiting such procedures.

We urge you to reconsider this appointment to ensure that this office is properly
utilized to benefit the heath of women.

Sincerely,
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