@Congress of the United States
Washington, DC 20515

March 3, 2007
The Honorable David Obey The Honorable James Walsh
Chairman Ranking Member
Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health
and Human Services and Education and Human Services and Education
2358 Rayburn House Office Building 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Obey and Ranking Member Walsh:

We respectfully request that you provide not less than $700 million for the Community Services Block Grant (CSBG)
in the LHHS-ED Appropriations bill for FY 2008 comparable to the final FY 2002 appropriation with proper
adjustment for inflation.

As you know, the CSBG supplies the core funding for more than 1,100 grantees, primarily Community Action
Agencies (CAAs), nationwide. These agencies provide many important services and initiatives that help low-income
families and individuals become self-sufficient.

CSBG provides flexible dollars to local agencies to deliver community-designed responses to their unique needs and
causes of poverty. Funding is targeted to the poorest of the poor: those living at or below the poverty line. Resources
are not only devoted to providing these individuals with the tools to achieve self-sufficiency and economic
independence, but to strengthening low-income communities to create and expand local opportunities.

In FY 2005, CSBG enabled CAAs to leverage almost $9.9 billion in other federal, state, local and private resources to
develop and provide a coordinated array of services to combat poverty. Every CSBG dollar leverages $5.40 in state,
local and private funds. With this cost-effective investment, CAAs are able to serve more than 3.7 million children
and over 6 million low income families,

Yet the demand for CSBG services has never been greater. Unemployed parents have turned to CAAs for help in
meeting basic needs and in making a fresh start. Families of military reservists called to extended duty serving our
country are also receiving help from CAAs to make ends meet. Moreover, families who are transitioning off or have
already left the TANF program turn to programs leveraged with CSBG dollars to gain the skills and resources to
become truly self-sufficient. Those facing skyrocketing home energy costs are turning to CAAs not only for LIHEAP
and other energy assistance, but also to get help meeting other basic needs in the face of these costs, including food,
housing, and health care payments.

It is clear that America’s families need the services provided by CAAs through the Community Service Block Grant.

We ask that you maintain the commitment to this important program by appropriating not less than $700 million for
FY 2008.

Charles W. Dent Brian Baird Phil English % P
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

es
of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAFER









Qﬂwmm@/ MNehic £ [k

M

i DY Mﬁu_g

(it Cusen. T

2% Q_ /7/@
Wﬁw
qg@/ (hrratis 74/4}}%

mtﬁ%ﬁ/










laglyn 2. oy Tz K.
e Ll




