Congress of the Wnited States
Washington, BE 20515

May 24, 2007

The Honorable Ike Skelton

Chairman, House Armed Services Committee
2206 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Skelton,

We write to respectfully request that the House Armed Services Committee hold a hearing at the
earliest convenient date on the continuing dismissal of U.S. military personnel who fill mission-
critical roles as Arabic linguists under the so-called “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy .

According to reports, the U.S. Navy has just dismissed two additional Arabic linguists under the
policy, and the U.S. Army has dismissed another. These three latest firings bring to 58 the
number of Arabic linguists who have been fired for being gay under "Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell."

A number of GAO reports have documented our dire need of Arabic language expertise. As the
9/11 Commission reported, Arabic cables sat untranslated on September 10, 2001, in part
because of the shortage of Arabic language experts in the government. We can think of no
greater challenge facing this nation than to ensure that our military forces are staffed with skilled
personnel capable of reacting swiftly to the national security threats facing the country.

We are deeply concerned that the continued firing of capable, highly skilled Arabic linguists
continues to compromise our national security during time of war. We believe it is essential that
Congress consider whether this application of the "Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell" policy is serving the
nation well. Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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Sincerely,

{




fiibny gL

Robert Brady Barney Frank

( 5 Bawd Loebsack ﬁia(mumenauer '

Mark Udall

J ames Langevin 6 ¥ James Moran

Z Jerrold Nadler lyn Malgney

Susan Davis Shel on Lee

Chakh Fattah ‘ Keith Ellison

Mg el a0 Mt

Ahinif, Nalon lea_

Dia€ Watson arbara Lee




Mt il bt U

Jim McDermott y John Olver

Corrine Brown

Debbie Wasserman Schultz l ;i Eleanor Holmes Norton

Peter DeF

)"'-7 @4&

Tanp{ly Baldwin

Dennis Kucinich aul Grijalva

/ Shelley Bﬁkle? James MeGovern
Lois Capps Bill Pascrell

Joseph Ct Bob Hiner



Zoe LolIgren

2ot ot

Rush Holt Ed Pastor

i

Sam Farr\w




