        ACADEMY APPLICANT INSTRUCTIONS

(TO BE RETAINED BY APPLICANT)

Note to applicant:  You will be considered for a nomination to one academy only.  You will automatically be considered for the academy that you have designated as your first choice on the application form.  However, you must meet the minimum scores as indicated under the respective academy in the Service Academy Fact Sheet in order to be considered for a nomination. 
READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY AND REFER TO THEM OFTEN TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE COMPLETED ALL REQUIREMENTS.

ABSOLUTE DEADLINE FOR COMPLETED FILES IS OCTOBER 1.
1.  Complete application form and attach a photograph.

2.  Have your high school guidance counselor complete the enclosed form and have the counselor return along with an up-to-date transcript of your grades and test scores in a sealed envelope with their signature across the flap. Transcripts will not be accepted directly from any applicant.
3.  Three (3) personal recommendations are required, one of which must be from your guidance counselor.  Although not mandatory, it will be helpful to have letters from math, science, and English teachers, and active or retired military personnel.  These letters must be from persons who know you personally (no relatives.)

4.  Applicants are required to take the SAT and/or the ACT exams.  Information concerning dates, fees, etc., can be obtained from your guidance counselor.  Make arrangements to take the exams as soon as possible.  Be sure to designate Congressman Stearns to receive a copy of your scores when you report for the exam.  The Congressman's code is 5428 for the SAT and 7326 for the ACT test.

5.  A medical exam is required and will be given at no cost to you.  The academy will schedule this exam at the appropriate time during your application process. The Congressman’s office has no involvement with this process.
You will be considered on the basis of your first choice of academies as indicated on your application form.  Should you not receive a nomination to your first choice, consideration will then be given on the basis of your second choice and/or third choice, if possible.

In the interest of fairness to all applicants, every applicant must complete the requirements listed above.  Applicants who do not have a completed file by the October 1 deadline shall be disqualified from further consideration.  Remember, it is up to YOU to make sure your file is complete.

Mail all materials to be included in your file DIRECTLY TO:

Congressman Cliff Stearns

115 S.E. 25th Avenue

Ocala, Fl 34471

Attn:  Sean Walsh

DO NOT SEND APPLICATION MATERIALS OF ANY KIND TO THE WASHINGTON OFFICE.
