CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

February 3, 2003

The Honorable C.W. Bill Young The Honorable Ted Stevens
Chairman Chairman

House Committee on Appropriations Senate Committee on Appropriations
Room H-218 Room S-128

The Honorable David R. Obey The Honorable Robert C. Byrd
Ranking Member Ranking Member

House Committee on Appropriations Senate Committee on Appropriations
Room H-218 Room S-128

Dear Conferee:

We write to urge you to adopt the Senate approved FY 2003 funding level for
Amitrak, the nation's intercity passenger rail carrier. The Senate appropriated $1.2 billion
for Amtrak; an amount that virtually everyone agrees is the minimum Amtrak requires to
continue operating a national network of intercity passenger trains. Anything less than
$1.2 billion will force the corporation to begin shutting down train operations. Adopting
the House Appropriations Committee mark of $762 million would guarantee insolvency
by the end of the Spring.

The Administration has indicated that it wants Amtrak to adopt a number of
"structural changes" in its operations before it will support appropriating the amount
Amtrak needs to survive. While we agree that some reforms might be helpful, the ones
proposed by the Administration, such as separating the Northeast Corridor from Amtrak
or franchising out long distance train services, are neither feasible nor consistent with a
long term strategy of preserving and developing the nation's intercity rail passenger
network. In any event, regardless of whether any particular reforms have merit, this is
not the time to begin making draconian changes to Amtrak's operations.

The events of September 11, 2001 demonstrated the need for transportation
alternatives. We need to be expanding our options--not contracting them. Yet, if Amtrak
does not receive the $1.2 billion for FY 2003 the system will shut down. Many long
distance trains will disappear forever and we will no longer have a national intercity rail
transportation system.

Amtrak's new President, David Gunn, has taken a number of positive steps that
have been widely praised by those familiar with Amtrak, including bringing greater
transparency to Amtrak's accounting processes. Mr. Gunn has said repeatedly that he
needs time to stabilize the corporation and that major restructuring at this time would be
counterproductive. We agree. On Monday, January 22, 2003, he told the U.S.
Conference of Mayors that Amtrak will need $2 billion annually for the next 5 years to
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bring the railroad back to a state of good repair. This estimate is consistent with those
made by the Department of Transportation Inspector General and the General Accounting
Office. In fact, the Subcommittee on Railroads of the House Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure authorized by voice vote $1.975 billion for Amtrak for
FY 2003. This authorization included the full $1.2 billion Amtrak requested and
additional amounts to address security and life safety needs.

Shutting down Amtrak or eliminating many of its train services is not what the
American people want. In poll after poll, Americans have registered their strong support
for Amtrak. A CNN poll taken just this past weekend showed that 85 percent of
respondents supported giving Amtrak $2 billion a year. Amtrak is asking for $1.2 billion
for FY 2003. We strongly urge you to adopt the level of funding approved by the Senate.

Sincerely,

Conin Qe = o
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CC:

The Honorable Ralph Regula Senator Herbert H. Kohl
The Honorable Harold Rogers Senator Patty Murray
The Honorable Frank Wolf Senator Byron L. Dorgan
The Honorable Jim Kolbe Senator Dianne Feinstein
The Honorable James Walsh Senator Richard Durbin
The Honorable Charles H. Taylor Senator Tim Johnson
The Honorable David L. Hobson Senator Mary Landrieu

The Honorable Emest J. Istook
The Honorable Henry Bonilla
The Honorable Joe Knollenberg
The Honorable Jack Kingston
The Honorable David R. Obey
The Honorable John P. Murtha
The Honorable Norman D. Dicks
The Honorable Martin Olav Sabo
The Honorable Alan B. Mollohan
The Honorable Marcy Kaptur
The Honorable Peter J. Visclosky
The Honorable Nita M. Lowey
The Honorable Jose E. Serrano
The Honorable James P. Moran
Senator Thad Cochran

Senator Arlen Specter

Senator Pete V. Domenici
Senator Christopher S. Bond
Senator Mitch McConnell
Senator Conrad Burns

Senator Richard C. Shelby
Senator Judd Gregg

Senator Robert Bennett

Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell
Senator Larry E. Craig

Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison
Senator Mike DeWine

Senator Sam Brownback

Senator Robert C. Byrd

Senator Daniel K. Inouye

Senator Emest F. Hollings
Senator Patrick J. Leahy

Senator Tom Harkin

Senator Barbara A. Mikulski
Senator Harry Reid



