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previously introduced. The National 
Silver Alert Act includes language 
from legislation I introduced last Con-
gress to create a grant program to help 
States establish and operate silver 
alert notification systems to help find 
missing individuals who suffer from 
Alzheimer’s disease and other demen-
tia-related illnesses. The measure we 
are considering today also establishes a 
national silver alert communications 
network to assist regional and local 
missing persons search efforts and re-
quires an annual report to determine 
the effectiveness of State silver alert 
plans to help guide their establishment 
in other States. 

I was honored to work with these two 
fine Members last year and am pleased 
that we were able to combine these 
complementary bills. I want to thank 
them for their work as well as the will-
ingness of the majority and minority 
on the Judiciary Committee to allow 
this to come to the floor on suspension 
so early in this session. The House 
passed this bill, as you know, unani-
mously last September. But the Senate 
was unable to act on it before Congress 
adjourned. I hope that our timely ac-
tion here today will help facilitate its 
passage through the Senate and enact-
ment into law. 

I believe that all States should estab-
lish systems similar to the highly suc-
cessful Amber Alert program to help 
find those suffering from dementia-re-
lated illnesses and prevent tragedies 
like the one that occurred in my com-
munity. An Amber Alert system has a 
remarkable track record of success be-
cause necessary information is filtered 
so that the relevant details are trans-
mitted to appropriate authorities as 
quickly as possible. The experiences of 
States that already have developed 
such silver alert systems suggest that 
these programs save lives. States have 
found that timely notification and dis-
semination of appropriate information 
about missing seniors greatly improves 
the chances that they will be found be-
fore they harm themselves. I believe 
that the Federal Government can and 
should help States develop notification 
systems to prevent these all-too-fre-
quent tragedies. 

This is especially important in Flor-
ida, which has more residents aged 65 
and older than any other State in the 
Nation. My State implemented silver 
alert last year with spectacular re-
sults. Florida’s statewide silver alert 
system has led to the successful loca-
tion of all 37 people, I repeat, all 37 peo-
ple for whom the State has issued bul-
letins. More than 4.3 million Floridians 
are aged 60 and older, and there are 
about 501,000 probable Alzheimer’s 
cases in the State. 

The silver alert program in my State 
will help prevent tragedy among one of 
Florida’s largest potentially vulnerable 
groups. Passage of this bill today will 
help bring other States without these 
lifesaving systems one step closer to 
improving their ability to find missing 
seniors and the crucial few hours after 

they go missing. It also will provide 
critical resources, guidance and coordi-
nation, which is very important for 
States like mine, that already have 
such systems. We have many people to 
thank for that, including Mary 
Lallucci, one of my constituents whose 
determined advocacy for the silver 
alert has inspired me and serves as a 
loving tribute to her mother’s memory. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. POE of Texas. I yield the gen-
tleman 1 additional minute. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, Mrs. 
Lallucci was asked whether she 
thought a silver alert system in Flor-
ida could have saved her mother. ‘‘Who 
knows?’’ She said. ‘‘Unfortunately, I 
will never know.’’ 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
National Silver Alert Act to prevent 
another family from being forced to 
struggle with the same uncertainty. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair reminds Members to not traffic 
the well while another Member is 
speaking. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I will re-
serve the balance of my time, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. POE of Texas. I yield 3 minutes 
to the cosponsor of this bill, the gentle-
lady from North Carolina (Mrs. 
MYRICK). 

Mrs. MYRICK. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. 

Today is an important day for any-
one who has ever lived through the 
nightmare of an adult loved one who 
has gone missing. The National Silver 
Alert Act will reauthorize Kristen’s 
Act as part of that and give these peo-
ple hope. Kristen Modafferi disappeared 
shortly after her 18th birthday. And 
after visiting her family and hearing 
the detailed account of their night-
mare, I introduced Kristen’s Act in 
1999, and it was successfully signed into 
law in 2000. It reauthorizes funding to 
maintain a national clearinghouse for 
missing adults whose disappearance is 
determined by law enforcement to be 
foul play. It expired in 2005 and then 
was reintroduced in the 110th and the 
109th Congress. But the efforts weren’t 
successful. Today with the help of my 
friends on both sides of the aisle, we 
honor the efforts of so many and pay 
tribute to mournful families by ratify-
ing this bill. 

Kristen Modafferi disappeared in 1997. 
She was a bright, hardworking young 
college student, and she attended 
North Carolina State. She had just fin-
ished her freshman year. And like so 
many young people, she decided she 
wanted to go to another city to spend 
the summer, work and have a new ex-
perience. So she moved to San Fran-
cisco and had just enrolled in classes at 
Berkeley and got a job at a local coffee 
shop. She began settling in and making 
friends. On Monday, June 23, when she 
was just a mere 3 weeks short of her 
18th birthday, she left her job at the 
coffee shop, headed to the beach for the 

afternoon, and has not been seen since. 
When her panicked parents called the 
National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children, they heard these un-
believable words, ‘‘I’m sorry, we can’t 
help.’’ They were shocked to discover 
that because Kristen was 18, the center 
could not place her picture or story 
into its national database or offer any 
assistance whatsoever. In fact, there is 
no national agency to help locate miss-
ing adults. 

Unfortunately, the Modaferris are 
not alone. The families of thousands of 
missing adults, almost 51,000 as of last 
year, have found that law enforcement 
and other agencies respond very dif-
ferently when the person who has dis-
appeared is not a child. It’s a very 
traumatic experience which I know 
personally in dealing with the 
Modaferris. But having to do a search 
on your own without any skills or re-
sources is very unjust. Kristen’s Act 
sends a message to these families. They 
deserve help in locating endangered 
and involuntarily missing loved ones. 

Endangered adults, no matter what 
their age, should receive not only the 
benefit of a search effort by local law 
enforcement, but also an experienced 
national organization. With this bill, 
families will never again have to hear 
they cannot be assisted because a loved 
one is too old. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
act. 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of H.R. 632, the National Sil-
ver Alert Act, which I cosponsored in the 
110th Congress. 

At the outset, let me congratulate my neigh-
boring colleague from Florida GUS BILIRAKIS 
for his leadership on this legislation to create 
a nationwide communications network to help 
locate missing senior citizens. GUS was the 
original author of this legislation last year in 
response to the tragic death of 86-year-old 
Mary Zelter, who drove away from her as-
sisted living facility in Pinellas County, Florida, 
which GUS and I both represent, and drowned 
when her car crashed into a local waterway. 

With GUS leading the way, our community 
responded by calling attention to the lack of 
an alert system for missing senior citizens. 
Mary Zelter’s daughter Mary Lallucci become 
a vocal advocate for the need for such a sys-
tem and Largo Police Chief Lester Aradi per-
sonally undertook a system to establish a local 
Silver Alert system for our area. GUS and I at-
tended the kick-off for this network when Chief 
Aradi activated our county-wide system Sep-
tember 30th. He was also the chairman of the 
committee that coordinated the establishment 
of a Florida-wide Silver Alert system, which 
was activated by Governor Charlie Crist and 
the Florida Department of Law Enforcement 
last October. 

The local model we developed under the 
leadership of GUS BILIRAKIS, Chief Aradi, State 
Representative Tom Anderson, Mary Lallucci, 
Gloria Smith, the president our local chapter of 
the Alzheimer’s Association, and Sallie Parks, 
the past president and board member of our 
local Area Agency on Aging, can be taken na-
tionwide to save the lives of senior citizens 
who wander off in their vehicles. As with the 
Amber Alert system for children and youth, it 
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makes those critical first minutes and hours 
when someone is found to be missing count 
and increases the chances of a happy ending. 
In the four months since the enactment of our 
state-wide program, there have been 41 Flor-
ida Silver Alerts including nine last month. 

The legislation we consider today will take 
the Florida model nationwide so that all States 
can have the benefit of a Silver Alert system 
and so that we can track missing senior citi-
zens who drive off in their cars should they 
cross state boundaries. It will establish a na-
tional coordinator to bring together State ef-
forts and authorize the appropriation of $10 
million a year for State activities in support of 
the Silver Alert program. Finally, it will provide 
an annual report to Congress and the States 
on the program so that we can share lessons 
learned to improve the effectiveness of state- 
wide and nationwide Silver Alert networks. 

Mr. Speaker, this is good legislation and I 
again want to commend my colleague from 
Florida GUS BILIRAKIS for his tireless work to 
keep the issue alive. Senior citizens and their 
families all across our nation will directly ben-
efit from that action we take today. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of H.R. 632, the National 
Silver Alert Act of 2009. I thank Mr. DOGGETT 
for his leadership on this issue. This bill allows 
for the creation and enhancement of alert 
plans for missing adults across the nation and 
is an important step toward ensuring the safe 
return of missing adults nationwide. 

According to the Connecticut Chapter of the 
Alzheimer’s Association, nearly 70,000 Con-
necticut residents have Alzheimer’s disease or 
a related dementia. Six out of every ten peo-
ple diagnosed with Alzheimer’s will wander 
from their homes or care giving facilities at 
some stage of their disease. Of those who 
wander, 50 percent risk serious injury or death 
if not found within the first 24 hours. For this 
reason, it is necessary that systems for timely, 
local search responses are put into place. 

The National Silver Alert Act of 2009 pro-
vides for the coordination of resources needed 
by families and law enforcement officials to 
undertake appropriate search efforts for a 
missing adult. The bill acknowledges the need 
to protect the privacy, dignity, independence 
and autonomy of any missing adult who may 
be the subject of a Silver Alert, making this bill 
a truly comprehensive approach. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in support 
of the National Silver Alert Act of 2009 and to 
continue to push for legislation that seeks to 
protect missing adults. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, if the other side decides to relin-
quish its remaining time, I will do the 
same. We have no other speakers. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. I 
urge adoption of this resolution. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I will yield 
back the balance of my time, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHN-
SON) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 632. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

RAISING A QUESTION OF THE 
PRIVILEGES OF THE HOUSE 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a 
question of the privileges of the House 
and offer the resolution as noticed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 143 

Whereas, the gentleman from New York, 
Charles B. Rangel, the fourth most senior 
Member of the House of Representatives, 
serves as chairman of the House Ways and 
Means Committee, a position of considerable 
power and influence within the House of Rep-
resentatives; and, 

Whereas, clause one of rule 23 of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives provides, ‘‘A 
Member, Delegate, Resident Commission, of-
ficer, or employee of the House shall conduct 
himself at all times in a manner that shall 
reflect creditably on the House;’’ 

Whereas, The New York Times reported on 
September 5, 2008, that, ‘‘Representative 
Charles B. Rangel has earned more than 
$75,000 in rental income from a villa he has 
owned in the Dominican Republic since 1988, 
but never reported it on his federal or state 
tax returns, according to a lawyer for the 
congressman and documents from the re-
sort’’; and, 

Whereas, in an article in the September 5, 
2008 edition of The New York Times, his at-
torney confirmed that Representative Ran-
gel’s annual congressional Financial Disclo-
sure statements failed to disclose the rental 
income from his resort villa; and, 

Whereas, The New York Times reported on 
September 6, 2008 that, ‘‘Representative 
Charles B. Rangel paid no interest for more 
than a decade on a mortgage extended to 
him to buy a villa at a beachfront resort in 
the Dominican Republic, according to Mr. 
Rangel’s lawyer and records from the resort. 
The loan, which was extended to Mr. Rangel 
in 1988, was originally to be paid back over 
seven years at a rate of 10.5 percent. But 
within two years, interest on the loan was 
waived for Mr. Rangel,’’; and, 

Whereas, clause 5(a)(2)(A) of House Rule 25 
defines a gift as, ‘‘. . . a gratuity, favor, dis-
count entertainment, hospitality, loan, for-
bearance, or other item having monetary 
value’’ and prohibits the acceptance of such 
gifts except in limited circumstances; and, 

Whereas, Representative Rangel’s accept-
ance of thousands of dollars in interest for-
giveness is a violation of the House gift ban; 
and, 

Whereas, Representative Rangel’s failure 
to disclose the aforementioned gifts and in-
come on his Personal Financial Disclosure 
Statements violates House rules and federal 
law; and, 

Whereas, Representative Rangel’s failure 
to report the aforementioned gifts and in-
come on federal, state and local tax returns 
is a violation of the tax laws of those juris-
dictions; and, 

Whereas, the Committee on Ways and 
Means, which Representative Rangel chairs, 
has jurisdiction over the United States Tax 
Code; and, 

Whereas, the House Committee on Stand-
ards of Official Conduct first announced on 
July 31, 2008 that it was reviewing allega-
tions of misconduct by Representative Ran-
gel; and, 

Whereas, The House Committee on Stand-
ards of Official Conduct announced on Sep-
tember 24, 2008 that it had established an in-
vestigative subcommittee in the matter of 
Representative Rangel; and, 

Whereas, The New York Times reported on 
November 24, 2008 that, ‘‘Congressional 
records and interviews show that Mr. Rangel 

was instrumental in preserving a lucrative 
tax loophole that benefited [Nabors Indus-
tries] an oil drilling company last year, 
while at the same time its chief executive 
was pledging $1 million to the Charles B. 
Rangel School of Public Service at 
C.C.N.Y.’’; and, 

Whereas, the House Committee on Stand-
ards of Official Conduct announced on De-
cember 9, 2008 that it had expanded the juris-
diction of the aforementioned investigative 
subcommittee to examine the allegations re-
lated to Representative Rangel’s involve-
ment with Nabors Industries; and, 

Whereas, Roll Call newspaper reported on 
September 15, 2008 that, ‘‘The inconsistent 
reports are among myriad errors, discrep-
ancies and unexplained entries on Rangel’s 
personal disclosure forms over the past eight 
years that make it almost impossible to get 
a clear picture of the Ways and Means chair-
man’s financial dealings,’’; and, 

Whereas, Roll Call newspaper reported on 
September 16, 2008 that, ‘‘Rangel said he 
would hire a ‘forensic accountant’ to review 
all of his disclosure forms going back 20 
years, and to provide a report to the House 
Committee on Standards of Official Conduct, 
which Rangel said will then make public.’’; 
and, 

Whereas, nearly five months after Rep-
resentative Rangel pledged to provide a pub-
lic forensic accounting of his tax and federal 
financial disclosure records, he has failed to 
do so; and, 

Whereas, an editorial in The New York 
Times on September 15, 2008 stated, ‘‘Mount-
ing embarrassment for taxpayers and Con-
gress makes it imperative that Representa-
tive Charles Rangel step aside as chairman 
of the Ways and Means Committee while his 
ethical problems are investigated,’’; and, 

Whereas, on May 24, 2006, then Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi cited ‘‘high ethical 
standards’’ in a letter to Representative Wil-
liam Jefferson asking that he resign his seat 
on the Committee on Ways and Means in 
light of ongoing investigations into alleged 
financial impropriety by Representative Jef-
ferson, 

Whereas, by the conduct giving rise to this 
resolution, Representative Charles B. Rangel 
has dishonored himself and brought discredit 
to the House; and, 

Therefore, be it Resolved, Upon adoption of 
this resolution and pending completion of 
the investigation into his affairs by the Com-
mittee on Standards of Official Conduct, 
Representative Rangel is hereby removed as 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

b 1915 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The res-
olution qualifies. 

MOTION TO TABLE 
Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to lay the resolution on the table. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to lay on the 
table. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, this 15- 
minute vote on the motion to lay on 
the table will be followed by 5-minute 
votes on motions to suspend the rules 
with regard to House Resolution 128, by 
the yeas and nays, and House Resolu-
tion 134, by the yeas and nays. 
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